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Dear Sie;

Easipon Industries. Inc. is a shipping company in Eastport, Idaho, a1 the Canadian border. We are served by the
Union Pacific and Canadian Pacific Raitroads. Our annal volume is approximately $70,000,000.00 i cbmemoditics
shipped into various areas of the United States. . '

We are pleased 1o see the STB taking a careful approach to the BNSF/CN proposed comrol spphcation. It is our
apinion that the effects of another merger, or consolidation In the United States shipping industry will hyve an
extensive effect upon the U.S. economy and have devasixting effocts on compauies Eke oucs. In the lag series of

Another large railroad consolidation such as the BNSF/CN transaction would beat to other significant sdftional
consolidations. For example the proposed BNSF/CN congolidation would make thar railroad metinatiosal. It would
peearly simplity operations for that railroad into and out of Canads and the U.S. The Union Pacific Kallroad eaay then
he forced to attempt a consolidation with Canadian Pacific to maintain equal advantage. The Proposed BNSF/CN
consolidation could give BNSK a virtual moaopoly on shipping ot of the southeast Britisk Cotumbia and Southern
Albenta. Such a monopoly could put my business, EASTPORT INDUSTRIES, INC. out of businass. If this were 1o
huppen the UPRR would lose their only retoad 31 the Canadian botder. The.only place. the LIPRR coonects with the
Canadian border is 81 Eastpon, 1daho. This would be a serious biow 10 the UPRR operation, and it would be a
devastating blow 10 this ares of Northern Idaho, which is already sconomically depressed with a double &gt
unemployment caie, :

1f Canadian reflroads are allowed 10 merge with U.S. railronds there worild 0o longer be sy seed for mternstional
border reload centers. The Canadian Forest Products that are currently reloaded at the Exstport Industries, Inc.
Relmd(‘me:oouldthmheloadeducmmmund!bepmdmwmva&adymthbwdu
without changing railroads. This would resolf in jobs snd other economic advantages in the: U.S. bwiag lost to
Canada. tn 1999 the total operating expense for Eastporr Indusries, fnc. was spproximarely 3640,000.00. Thss
woukd be a serious Joss (o the U.S. economy and an especially serious loss 10 North Idaho. ) thia soenario is
Jepeanted many times acroyy our northem border, it will be a. serious. blow, 10 the 1 S..ecanamy.



